ORDINANCE NO.    04-04   

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE

TOWNSHIP OF GREENFIELD REGULATING OPEN BURNING

Pursuant to the Authority Granted in the Second Class Township Code, 53 P.S. 65732, the Greenfield Township Supervisors hereby ordain and enact that Ordinance No.  90-02 of the Township of Greenfield adopted on the 5th day of January, 2004, is hereby amended to read as follows:


Section 1: 
Title:  This Ordinance shall be known as the Greenfield Township Open Burning Ordinance.


Section II:
Definitions:  For the purpose of interpreting the provisions of this Ordinance, the following words and phrases shall be defined as follows:

A. Garbage: all crockery, dishes, ashes, cinders, rubber, linoleum, asphalt or tarry products (e.g., roofing paper and shingles), grease and animal products, vegetable or food waste.

B. Person: any natural person or persons, corporation, partnership, association or any other entity.


Section III:
Open Burning Permitted:  A person shall be permitted to conduct

open burning, subjected to the other restrictions set forth herein, as follows:

A. During the period from April 1 through October 31:

1. Tuesday through Friday – From sunrise until 7:00 p.m.; and

2. Saturday – From sunrise until 4:00 p.m.

B. During the period from November 1 through March 31:

1. Tuesday through Friday – From sunrise until 4:00 p.m.; and

2. Saturday -  From sunrise until 4:00 p.m.

C. For the purpose of preventing or abating a fire hazard, when approved by DEP and when set by or under the supervision of a public officer designated by the Township of Greenfield;

D. For the purpose of instructing personnel and fire fighting, when approved by DEP;

E. For the prevention and control of disease or pests, when approved by DEP;

F. For recreational or ceremonial purposes; and

G. For cooking food.  For purposes for this part, the cooking of food on a grill fueled by charcoal or propane gas shall not be considered to be open burning so long as said grills meet Federal and State safety standards.


H. 
For a “controlled burn” provided that all necessary notice, permitting 


and/or approval is provided and/or procured, including but not limited to 


the a Blair County 911 Service (currently at 814-940-5953).  Controlled 


burns must be fully extinguished and completed within the following 


times:  



1.     Tuesday through Friday – From sunrise until 4:00 p.m.; and



2.     Saturday – From sunrise until 4:00 p.m.

Section IV:  
Regulations Open Burning:  The following regulations shall

govern open burning in Greenfield Township:

A. Any and all open burning of any material shall be done in an approved container such as a metal barrel or concrete enclosure for any material burned, which much conform to DEP standards, and to the following:

(1) Said container must have a screen of sufficient strength to prevent               ash or unburned material from being released from said container during or after burning has occurred;

(2) Said container shall be within reach of an operating water faucet and/or operating garden hose and shall be placed on privately owned property, but in no event shall said container be placed closer than fifteen (15) feet from the property line of the person so burning;

(3) Said container shall be at least fifteen (15) feet from any dwelling or structure, whether in inhabited by humans or not;

(4) Said container shall not be placed on or near any combustible material nor on the surface on any public street.

B. Any and all open burning shall be done under the direct and constant supervision of any adult individual of eighteen (18) years of age or older, and shall not be done when a strong breeze or wind is active.

C. All containers used for open burning must be emptied on a monthly basis; in no event shall burned refuse be permitted to accumulate and/or cause unsightliness, odors and/or attract vermin.

D. All open burning must be carried out in a manner to prevent the emission of noxious or offensive smoke and/or odors.

E. No open burning will be permitted that causes emissions, which interfere with the reasonable enjoyment of life or property.

Section V:
Burning of Certain Materials Prohibited:  It shall be unlawful for

any person to burn those materials which are prohibited under any and all local, State and Federal laws, including, but not limited to, the following materials:

A. Clear glass, colored glass, aluminum, steel and bimetallic cans, high-grade office paper, and plastic;

B. Garbage;

C. Hazardous Waste;

D. Tires;

E. Any substance which interferes with the reasonable enjoyment of life or property, or is deleterious to human or animal health.

Section VI:   Enforcement and Penalty:

A.
Removal/Abatement:
    The Township of Greenfield, through its authorized agents or employees, may give written or verbal notice to the person violating the terms of this ordinance, to abate or eliminate to correct an such violations, and upon failure of the person, whether owner or occupant, to do so with the time specified by said notice, the Township of Greenfield may abate or eliminate or correct the violation and collect the costs and expenses thereof together with a penalty of not more than six hundred ($600.00) dollars from the owner or occupant by court proceedings or in the manner provided for the collection of municipal claims or by an action of assumpsit  without the filing of a claim.

(1) Should the abatement of the violation of this act require the services of the fire company, all reasonable costs incurred by said fire company in abating the violation of the act/or extinguishing the fire, shall be paid the owner or occupant of the premises upon which the violation and/or abatement thereof occurred;

(2) Each day the owner or occupant continues to violate this ordinance after being given written or verbal notice, constitutes a separate offense, subject to the penalty set forth in Section VI A.

B.
Equitable Proceedings:     The Township of Greenfield may institute equitable proceedings in the Civil division of the Court of Common Pleas of Blair County for equitable relief in enforcing the provisions of this Ordinance.

C.
Criminal Enforcement:     A person who violates any terms, conditions or requirements of the Greenfield Township Burning Ordinance, as may be amended from time to time, or any regulation or order issued thereunder, is guilty of a summary offense and shall, upon the filing of an action and conviction before a district justice in the same manner provided for the enforcement of summary offenses under the Pennsylvania Rules of Criminal Procedure, be sentenced to pay a fine of not more than Six Hundred ($600.00), payable to the Township of Greenfield, and costs of prosecution, or if a person fails to make payment to imprisonment in the Blair County Jail for not more than thirty (30) days, or both.  Each day’s continuance of a violation shall constitute a separate offense.  Penalties contained herein are in addition to any other remedies provided by this ordinance or by law.

D.
Election:  The Township of Greenfield may, in its discretion, use any one (1) or more of the above provisions, and the use of any one (1) provision shall not constitute an election or bar to the use of any other provision provided for herein, or available under applicable law.

Section VII.
Effective Date:

This ordinance shall be effective on July 1, 2004 at 12:01 a.m. BEING DULY adopted by the Supervisors of the Township of Greenfield this 1st day of June, 2004.







TOWNSHIP OF GREENFIELD

